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Minutes for March 17, 2019 GSR Committee Phone Meeting; 1:30 – 3:00 pm EST

(605) 313–4400 and access code (645104#)

Meeting opened at 1:30 pm Eastern Time with the “we” version of the Serenity Prayer.

Chair: Neil R (Presiding) Recording Secretary: Debora substituted for Lela Time Keeper: Mair

● Readings: (1) Preamble (Wendy) (2) Twelve Traditions (Graciela)

● Roll Call:

GSRs for Intergroups
Moein, Iran Intergroup

GSRs for Face-to-Face Meetings
Juliette (NY), NYC UA - (Sun, 11 am)
Rita (LA) Early Bird Turning Point Meeting, Los Angeles - (Sun, 4:30 pm)
GSRs for Phone Meetings (Eastern Time)
Arden (CA) - Writers in Recovery Meeting - (Tues, 7:15 pm)
DaphneLeah (LA) - Selling with Serenity Meeting - (M – F, 11 am)
Debora (LA) - Step and Speaker Meeting - (Tues & Friday: 8:30 pm, Wed: 9:30 pm)
George (FL) - Friday Gratitude Meeting - (Fri, 12 pm)
Graciela (CA) - Selling with Serenity Meeting - (M - F, 6 am)
Jahara (CA) - Beginner’s Meeting - (Sun, 11 am)
Jessica - BUA Visions Meeting - (Fri, 12:15 pm)
Linda (Chicago) – Prosperous Travel Visions (Sat, 12:15 pm)
Mair (WA) - Goals Pages Meeting - (Fri, 9:45 am)
Michelle (NY) - Last Gaspers Meeting - (M-F, 7 am)
Neil (MD) - 50+ Meeting - (Thurs, 8 pm)
Shari Lynn (CT) - Prosperous Possession Consciousness Meeting - (Sat, 1:30 pm and Sun, 2 pm)
Toni (CA) - Prosperity and Vitality - (7 days a week, 12:15 am)
Wendy (WA) From Hiding and Biting to Shining and Receiving - (7 days a week, 11 pm)

Motion to accept the minutes from February 17, 2019, as amended.
Proposed by: Arden; Seconded by: Toni
Motion passed. In favor: 10; Opposed: 1; Abstentions: 2

Chair’s Opening Remarks:
Neil discussed the Second Tradition, emphasizing the words “leaders” & “trust.” Neil’s goals include
earning the trust of the GSR Committee, striving for economy of words and reducing time-debting
activities.

He discussed his decision to insert the new language on the agenda in the roll call section: “If you desire,
please indicate which pronoun you prefer given your gender-orientation.” This arose from a discussion
with a GSR who considers themself “non-binary gender,” preferring them/they pronouns to he/she
pronouns. Neil opted not to treat the matter as a new business motion, since he did not feel that was
necessary, instead choosing to check with the GSR to confirm that this statement was satisfactory. Neil
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thought it was a respectful way to acknowledge diversity. He considered that an example of leadership in
action.

He addressed the two motions on the agenda, reminding the body that Robert’s Rules precludes the
chair from entering into debate to provide opinions.

Neil discussed his personal preference for GSR Meeting minutes to be highly abbreviated, eliminating
anything beyond business actions taken and their disposition (passed/defeated/continued).

He described the current practice of both the minutes and proposed motions frequently being presented
to him only days (or less) before the upcoming GSR meeting, and that this did not allow for sufficient time
for these documents to benefit from modifications that would reduce the need for clarifying questions
later.

As a result, Neil announced his intention to bring two motions forward at the April GSR Committee
Meeting:

(1) To amend the Standing Rules so that only motions submitted 10 days before the upcoming meeting
are assured a place on the agenda, though those construed as emergency business, subject to the
committee’s approval, will be heard.

(2) To establish a Motion Review Committee to assure that incoming motions benefit from any
modifications that make them more streamlined or better understood. Motion makers will be consulted to
preserve both the intent and integrity of the motion, but they will not participate in the “word-smithing
process.” Members of the motion review committee will be GSRs with good editing or other relevant skills.

Committee Reports: (See Addenda for text of the reports)

 World Service Conference Planning Committee (Debora, Vice-Chair/Acting Chair)

 Meeting Support Subcommittee (Shari Lynn, Acting Chair)

 Phone/Communication Committee (Mair)

Motion: The GSR Committee will establish and maintain a treasury. Funds will be used as
determined by the GSR committee through discussion and group conscience vote. Financial
participation is voluntary.

Proposed by: Neil (GSR Chair); Seconded by: Arden

Motion passed. In favor - 9; Opposed - 3; Abstentions - 2

Motion: To Recommend Guidelines for GSR Committee Minutes

Proposed by: Arden and Debora; Seconded by: Jessica

Motion passed. In favor - 10; Opposed – 3; Abstention - 1

Following are recommended guidelines for GSR Committee Minutes.

1. Minutes read at the meeting are those sent to the GSR Committee by the Chair.
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2. Abbreviated reading of the minutes at the meeting is permissible. (e.g. It is recommended that the
titles of lengthy motions are read, rather than the whole motion.)

3. Per Robert’s Rules, it is recommended that debate/discussion not be included in the minutes.

4. The main body of the minutes includes these items:

(a) Name of the assembly (i.e. The GSR Committee).

(b) Date, time of the meeting and phone number/access code.

(c) Serenity Prayer read at opening and closing.

(d) Traditions and Preamble read.

(e) Names of chair, recording secretary and time-keeper, or in their absence the names of their

substitutes.

(f) Roll call of meeting attendees.

(g) Status of the prior meeting minutes (e.g. approved, approved as amended, or not approved).

(h) List of Committee and Subcommittee reports given.

(i) Regarding motions:

(1) Each motion presented, passed, tabled, postponed or failed, including full text and amendments.

(2) Name of motion maker and who seconded it.

(3) Outcome of each motion and voting tally (e.g. Motion passed: 20 in favor; 6 opposed; 2
abstentions.)

5. Reports are emailed to the secretary to be attached at the end of the minutes as addenda. Name of
committee or subcommittee, name and title of person giving report, and full text of report are to be
included.

Background Facts: The GSR Committee minutes need to be posted on the UA Website or
9thTradition.org website per prior motions passed by the GSR Committee.

Motion: To Extend Meeting for 5 minutes
Proposed by: Graciela
Motion passed: By vote of acclamation

The GSR Committee meeting closed with the Serenity Prayer at 3:05 pm Eastern Time

Minutes submitted by,
Debora G (Los Angeles)
Substitute Recording Secretary
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Addenda

Committee Reports

A. World Service Conference Planning Committee (Debora, Vice-Chair, Acting Chair)

The WSC Planning Committee has done much of the work necessary to prepare for the Special
Convocation Meeting, which our committee and the GSR Committee propose to be held on April 28,
2019. The purpose of the Special Convocation Meeting is to complete important unfinished business
addressed at the WSC 2018.

We passed a recommended agenda to address the following three motions. Here are the motion titles
and the voting status of each motion.

(1) Amended Motion to Create a new Branch of Committees in UA called the “World Service
Conference-Approved Committees” and Guidelines for These Committees. This motion was passed
and amended by our Committee and affirmed with additional amendments by the GSR Committee at
its February meeting.

(2) Amended Motion to Establish the WSC Planning Committee as a World Service Conference
Approved Committee, and its Duties and Guidelines. This motion was passed at the WSC Planning
Committee’s meeting on February 10 and amended at our meeting on February 24.

(3) Motion to Amend Motion to Establish the Role and Guidelines of the GSR Committee which was
adopted at the World Service Conference 2018. This motion was passed at the WSC Planning
Committee meeting on February 10 and was affirmed by the GSR Committee at its meeting on
February 17.

The WSC Planning Committee proposes to present the first two motions at the Special Convocation
Meeting, and Neil has confirmed that the GSR Committee will present the third motion at the Special
Convocation Meeting.

We passed a motion on who can attend, share and vote at the World Service Conference 2019
Convocations and Special Convocation Meetings. It is similar to the guidelines of the World Service
Conference 2018 for participation by phone, except that we recommend that there be no charge to
attendees of the phone Convocations, since we will not have any phone equipment rental charges.

Our committee drafted and approved a Registration Packet for the Special Convocation Meeting as well
as a Recommended Planning Timeline. At our meeting on March 10, we passed a Motion to
Recommend Security Measures for the WSC Special Convocation Meeting and a Motion
Recommending How to Convey the Special Convocation Meeting Proposed Motions to GSRs and
Obtain Their Groups’ Voting Results.

We emailed all of the motions which I mentioned in this report, as well as the Planning Timeline and the
Registration Packet, to the General Service Board for feedback. I spoke with Shawn, Chair of the GSB
yesterday, March 16th. He said that the Board has some questions and needs to get more clarity on the
motions to be presented at the Special Convocation Meeting. The GSB also wants to have clarity on
whether to have additional security measures at the Special Convocation Meeting. So the Board has
suggested that it may want to have a joint Pre-Convocation meeting with the GSR Committee and the
WSC Planning Committee to work together to provide this clarity. Since April 28 from 2 pm to 5 pm is on
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your calendars for the Special Convocation Meeting, please continue to hold the date for a meeting with
the Board, whatever form it may take. We will keep you posted.

Neil is looking into conference call companies to provide more security.

B. Meeting Support Subcommittee (Shari Lynn, Acting Chair)

Shari Lynn is looking for someone to take over the subcommittee. The committee is mainly focused on
phone security.

C. Phone/Communication Committee (Mair)

Slack has not performed as they had hoped.

The meetings are the first Sunday of each month for February, March and April 2019.

The last meeting was March 3, 2019 at 1 pm Eastern Time.

Next meeting will be April 7, 3 pm Eastern Time/Noon Pacific Time. 605-472-5540; Access code:
217258#.

If you are interested in attending the meetings, email Mair before April 7, 2019 at
Joyofbeinglittlebear@gmail.com

Mair has decided to not be a member of the Phone/Communications Committee beginning April 7, 2019.


